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We're out out,

Hello everyone and welcome to our Winter 2021 newsletter. We
are so pleased to be able to update you on everything gap*
related. YES you heard correct, we are OUT, OUT… (as our young
people say when they are “officially going out”). If this confuses
you ask a youngster! We are so excited that the gap* is emerging
from nearly 2 years of the unknown to getting stuck back into
what we do best, engaging, investing and identifying with young
people - in person, and oh how we’ve missed the face-to-face
engagement! Our after school drop-in, VENUE, is now back
open, 3 days a week and we are excited to have our next cohort
of ‘gapsters’ who have started with us. Previous drop-in
visitors seem, for the most part, to have flown the nest…
finished college and started jobs/apprenticeships with some
even learning to drive. When we do come across the occasional
young person out and about, it’s a joy to hear how well
they are doing. There are also a few that we still have regular
catch-up’s with. HeadSpace is also back on in schools as the
new academic year begins. Staff and volunteers are
prepped and ready for mentoring to commence.
"Behold, I will do a new thing;
Some more exciting news... as you’ll read below, we
now it shall
have a new member, George, who has joined the team. He has
spring forth..."
already dusted the cobwebs from the gap* recording Studio
and tuned the guitars ready for studio sessions to recommence.
The gap* are excited about this new season we are entering,
where we will be looking to use new skills, creative ideas and
training to support our young people, who, like many others,
have faced challenging times during the pandemic.
Can we talk to YOUR church?

Talk @
Your Church

We are continually striving to spread
the news about the gap* and the work we
do, and we would love to come and update
your church community on our team and
our projects.
We are always happy to come speak at a
church service, join a prayer meeting or
even pop by your church café to have a
chat. If you would like us to link with your
church or group or to know more about the
work we do then please contact us on:
Georgegriffiths.gap@gmail.com

thegapcharity.suttoncoldfield

@thegapsuttoncoldfield
gap.huboffice@gmail.com

Beyond Proud

Jess, a young person who has been connected to the gap* for 4 years
now is leading the way for others just like her. She is pursuing her
dream of training to be a primary school teacher and this is what she
had to say about the gap* "The gap is an excellent place for young
adults to go and spend time with their friends. They have supported
me massively for the last 4 years as I have been able to go and speak
about anything I need to. It’s been a massive part of my
life and has given me a place where I can see my friends
and also make new friends. It has helped me build my
confidence and clear my mind. The workers there are always
so friendly and I feel as though they have a very important
part in mine and many others lives. The gap have given
me the most amazing advice when I needed it and
have helped me through troubles with friends and family.
Thank you so much." Jessica Watkins

www.thegapsuttoncoldfield.org

Please extend a warm welcome to George, our newest member to the staff.
Here are some words from the young man himself on why he wanted to be a
youth worker for The gap*… “I really get on with young people, I think they
are so fun and I find I actually learn so much from them, they are quite often
unashamedly extravagant and aren’t afraid to be themselves. I feel so
strongly that it is important to have good role models in your life and having
good mentors, even as an adult having people in your life to talk to and help
you go through life with I think is so important and certainly for young
people. In a nutshell, I just really want to be there for someone, and what the
gap* does in the community of Sutton Coldfield I find so inspiring, so to be
able to be apart of that is just very exciting. I’m looking forward to bringing
my creative influence to the team and to start thinking of more ways to
connect with young people and maybe even fuel some gifts and hobbies
they may be into. I am a musician and would love to bring music into the
gap*, whether it be in the studio or just ‘jamming’ with anyone that
wants to get involved. I’ve been around a number of different people
in my life and because of that I feel it’s made me a very versatile
person to be around and to chat to, so I naturally find it quite easy to
connect with all kinds of people. I am looking forward to working
with the whole of the team at the gap* and to meet lots of young
people that the gap* have come to connect with. I am convinced that
God has placed me here for a reason and I’m just really excited to see
what He is going to throw at me. A fun fact about myself… I’m not sure
it’s as much a fun fact as it is a funny fact but I used to play
for a professional basketball team in Spain when I was 9.. the reason
why this is funny now is because physically I haven’t grown much
since I was 9.. I am still only five foot six!!
I WILL WALK 100

+

MILES!

A fundraising achievement of epic proportions!! Friends of the gap*,
Steve and Karen have just completed an epic journey raising money for us along the
way. They set themselves a target to reach and we are so happy to announce that
they have absolutely smashed that target. Their goal was to walk 100 miles in
5 days and then climb the highest mountain in the UK, Ben Nevis. They finished by
walking over 140 miles and then climbing the mountain itself. So I think its safe
to say they have more than achieved their target. We want to say a huge ‘Well done
you guys! Many of you have given so generously, and we are overwhelmed by how
much money has been raised for the gap* - £1,100 in just over a week! AMAZING!
We have featured some photos of Steve and Karen at the summit of
Ben Nevis! Here’s what they had to say about the past week;
"We were looking for a personal challenge that would test our fitness,
endurance and mental strength, and we certainly found it. Walking over
140 miles then climbing Ben Nevis, the highest mountain in the UK did all
of that. And with the kindness of family, friends and colleagues we
are extremely proud to have raised over £1,100 for the gap*, which will
make a real difference to youngsters in Sutton Coldfield."
We are so thankful and proud of what Steve and Karen have achieved
and we just know that this money is going greatly help the work we do.
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We want to express our heartfelt thanks to Ella
for her dedication to volunteering with us over a
number of years and we are sad to see her leave
the volunteer team. A few words from Ella “ ‘Now
that I am old and grey… let me proclaim your power
to the next generation.’ It was these verses from
Psalm 71 that propelled me into volunteering for
the gap* even though I had no previous experience of working with teenagers. My
aim was to be friendly, to make young folk feel welcome, loved and accepted and to
serve them hot chocolates. It amazed me that they would even want to speak to an
‘oldie’ like me! When I was ill, on two separate occasions, they signed a card which
so blessed me because I wasn’t expecting anything from them. My 10 years with the
gap* opened my eyes to the problems some of these teenagers go through, the
family breakdowns, relationship disasters, the anger and especially that they see
violence as a means of retribution with no thought of the cost. It certainly gave me
more understanding to pray and to realise the support work that the gap* staff and
volunteers do, to help these youngsters with all aspects of their lives. I trust that
this will continue and grown for many years.”
If you have been inspired by Ella’s volunteering experience and would like to have a chat
with a gap team member to see how you can get involved,
Email Laura at: lauraball.gap@gmail.com

2-IN-1 BLESSINGS
We had a visit from Kevin (who featured in
our last newsletter) and the IM properties
team at our after-school drop-in Venue.
We were very grateful to receive a rather
large cheque with the money raised from
Kevin’s fundraiser. The money will help
sustain the gap* projects, impacting
positively on young people’s lives
and specifically their mental health.
Again a BIG thank you to Kevin and his
super strong legs for running all those miles.
Through Kevin’s fundraising and the IM properties
team, Katy found out about what we do here at
the gap*and has now joined our volunteer family.
This is what she has to say about her decision to get
involved… “Having previously worked with children &
young people for several years at Birmingham City
Council, I was inspired to become a volunteer at the
gap*. Being part of a team that made a difference to
children's lives was beyond rewarding. I changed my
career but always held onto the possibility of
working with young people in the future. Earlier in
the year a work colleague completed a charity run to
raise funds for the gap*. I was impacted by the work the gap* was doing
within my local community and believed that this was my
opportunity to apply to be a volunteer. I now feel privileged to be part of an
amazing team who dedicate their time into
making a difference to young people. A Fun Fact fun fact about me is that my
passion is travelling, with my favourite cities are Copenhagen & Valletta (in Malta)
where I hope to return soon. Also I have a phobia of cats and love coffee!” We
welcome Katy and we are so excited to have her as part of the gap* family. In the
short time she has been with us, she is already making a positive impact.

Lynda is the gap*s
External Supervisor. She meets
regularly and individually
with the staff team, listening to,
supporting and encouraging them.
She arranges and leads internal Training Days on issues such as
Safeguarding and other policies. She recently hosted an internal training
day for the staff and volunteers. (See pictures below). The team got
together to explore the topic ‘treasure’, where they were all encouraged
in their roles exploring how they are individually treasured and what being
treasures of God means to them. They also looked into policies and
procedures the gap* follow to keep the young people
and themselves safe. Lynda is a vital part of the gap* where her
support under pins the team and volunteers do. Thank you Lynda
for your compassion and the hard you put into the charity.
You are our treasure!

Behind Th
e Scenes

Christine Morphet, a mother of 2 and a shalom activist, has been a
volunteer for the gap* for 10 years... and counting. After finding out
about the gap* through her son attending the Venue drop-in session 13
years ago and benefiting from the support he received, Christine said she
wanted to give something back. Christine is known by the young people as
the hot chocolate expert and it has been said 'no one makes a hot
chocolate quite like her'. 10 years is along time to commit to
volunteering and we asked Christine 'Why the gap*?' and this is what she
had to say... "Because I believe in the ethos of the gap* and have heart
a for the young people and want to see the them grow. I see them having
so much potential. I don't see them as trouble makers but as unique
individuals, worthy and with a purpose."

BRIDGING THE GAP...
The gap* are really pleased to say that connections with local authorities
and other youth worker providers has stepped up recently. Youth Vision, a
monthly meeting that takes place, has taken off where the likes of Our Place
Support, Clifton Road Youth Centre, a representative from Sutton Town
Council, PSCO's from the community, Sutton Coldfield's school liaisons officer
and more have been collaborating to discuss how we can improve and
provide for the young people in Sutton Coldfield. PCSO, Dan Walton, has
been played a huge role in helping bridge the gap between
uniformed authorities and young people as he has
been actively visiting our drop-in, Venue, to chat and
play pool with them. We are excited
to see where these connections will lead to.
If you want information
about Youth Vision meetings email us.

