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"Volunteering for the gap* will

mean a lot. I believe in seeing

young people reach their full

potential in life. Having seen

people support me over the

years I believe I should carry

out the same thing."

 

We are super blessed to be 
adding two new volunteers to our 

ever growing family. We are so 
thankful for all our volunteers here at the gap* 

as this life changing work could not happen without
volunteer support. Read on to see why Jamael and Jane
want to give their time to supporting our young people. 

If this is something you would also be interested 
in please do not hesitate to contact us 

to start that conversation. 
Drop us an email at: gap.huboffice@gmail.com

the gap* family are so excited to welcome a new staff member
 to the team. A big warm welcome to Sam. This is what Sam had
 to say about joining us... "I’m excited to be part of the gap* because

I’ve seen the impact of organisations like this in my life during some of

the hardest times. Every time, they helped to point me back to the love

of Jesus and a life with Him as well as finding peace in a world of chaos.

I love finding creative solutions for problems and seeing everyone feel

loved and included."

NEW VOLUNTEERSNEW VOLUNTEERS

             Welcome to this winter edition of the gap* newsletter.
                                Read on to meet Sam, a new addition to the staff team. We also 
                           have two new faces adding to our volunteer family and we are
 thrilled to update you on our youth projects. A delicious baking project went down 
in the summer and also find out how we have been engaging with Ukrainian 
refugee young people in the Sutton Coldfield area. 
A newsletter simply isn't big enough to let you 
know everythingwe are doing at the gap* so to stay
up-to-date with the ongoings of gapsville and give 

us a follow on our socials where we upload weekly 
and you may even get a giggle out of some of the 
      things we get up to. ENJOY!

WELCOME SAM

HelloHelloHello

"Hi I'm Jane, I have worked in education for many years teaching law and more latterly

managing A Level qualifications in further education. Young people always impress me with

their resilience, hard work, passion and enthusiasm in how they approach their lives in

spite of some of the barriers they face. With the pandemic and its fallout their resilience

has been severely tested and I was attracted to volunteering with the gap* as I do believe

as an organisation it strives to support young people in achieving their full potential and

overcoming these barriers. The gap*s Headspace project is the safe space that is often

needed to support young people in their mental health and well being.

 I am excited be part of such a project."



 
 

"I didn’t think the baking workshop 

was going to be as good as it was! I would

definitely do it again. My favourite bit was

eating the chocolate chips as we were going

along but it was also amazing to get to eat what

we had baked at the end. It’s made me

discover a new love for baking!"

Simon, 17

Team gap* and local chef 
Bethany Heritage teamed up over the summer
holidays to deliver two different baking workshops 
for the young people we engage with during our other 
projects. We had a number of boys and girls 
ranging from 11-18 years old and we were so impressed
with the hidden talent among these young people. 
Lots of chocolate went down in the kitchen where 
the young people learnt how to technically bake 
some delicious goodies under the guidance of Chef Beth.
Giant NYC cookies were made along with dark chocolate
brownies. We are super thankful to Sutton Coldfield
Baptist Church for letting us use their amazing catering
kitchen. Thanks to Bethany for teaming up with the gap*
and to all the young people who got stuck in, you were all
superb! We were chuffed to send these happy bakers
home with certificates and their warm baked goods. This
is the first baking workshop had done and it was a huge
success, keep your eyes peeled for Baking with Beth Part
2 in Summer 2023.

Our VENUE drop-in had the honour 
of supporting Ukrainian refugee
 young people who are living with
host families in Sutton Coldfield.
Following a meeting with local youth
providers in Sutton at our quarterly 
Youth Vision meeting, we were made aware there was a need 
for a safe space for Ukrainian young people that had heating, wifi
and a place for them to be away from their host families but 
still have the support they needed. At the gap* we felt privileged to
be able to do something about this using the VENUE.  We are so
thankful for networking opportunities like Youth Vision as the gap*
were able to speak with the town council and after conversations
and prep, Venue Ukraine was born. Over the summer we ran Venue
sessions specifically for the Ukrainian young people and before they
all started at school we celebrated with a party where we ate
Ukrainian dishes, played pass the parcel, did a blind folded 
English sweets taste test and even sang the Ukrainian national
anthem together. The young people we connected with now 
attend our regular VENUE drop-in sessions and have been
integrating with our other gap young people seamlessly.
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